Statement from US Civil Society Participants
During the UN Stocktaking Meeting on the Global Compact for Migration
US government withdrawal from Global Compact for Migration process
abandons commitments and global responsibility
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico - December 4, 2017 - The decision by the US government to withdraw from the
negotiating process on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration abandons
commitments made by the US government in the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants and the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. As US civil society organizations gathered in Puerto Vallarta to
participate in the UN “Stocktaking” meeting, we call on the United States to recommit to the multilateral
process. Migration is a global phenomenon which requires a global response. The United States is not
immune from the global forces of conflict, economic coercion, and climate change that drive human
migration.
Human rights and worker rights standards are universal, and as such, a global process to address the critical
issues related to migration around the world is essential. The US government’s decision to abandon its
responsibility to being part of the global community is deeply disappointing.
Instead of working with the international community to fashion human rights-based responses to global
migration, the Trump Administration has chosen to bow to the voices of anti-immigrant groups in the
United States. This comes in the context of multiple policy decisions by the US that are anti-immigrant and
seek to undermine the human rights of migrants.
While the Administration has chosen to take this path, the vast majority of the US public view immigration,
and immigrants, as a positive impact on life in the United States. Indeed, the US is one of the most diverse
nations on earth. Immigrants have helped build the country and continue to contribute to its well-being.
The Global Compact for Migration is a much-needed opportunity to implement policies worldwide that
would help coordinate migration flows in an effective manner that values human rights. In light of the US
decision, we urge the international community to reaffirm its commitment and positive contributions to the
Compact process.
We call upon the United States to work constructively and positively to the development of a Global
Compact which promotes international human and worker rights, international cooperation and
responsibility-sharing.
As representatives from civil society in the United States, we will continue to work with other governments
and to help bring the voices and experiences of our immigrant communities to this process. We will also
urge our own government to take a more responsible position respecting the rights of migrants and refugees
in the U.S. and around the world.
Signed:
Alianza Americas
Central American Refugee Center - San Francisco
Centro de los Derechos del Migrante, Inc.
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (NNIRR)
Scalabrini International Migration Network
United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society
#
See next page for contact information in Puerto Vallarta
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Alianza Americas, Chicago, IL, USA - www.alianzaamericas.org - +1 877-683-2908
Catherine Tactaquin, NNIRR - www.nnirr.org - ctactaquin@nnirr.org, +1 510-459-4457
Cecilie Kern, Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, gsijpoffice@gmail.com
Evy Peña, Centro de los Derechos del Migrante, Inc. - www.cdmigrante.org - Mexico: (+52)
55.5211.9397, U.S.: 1-855-234-9699, evy@cdmigrante.org
Kevin Appleby, Scalabrini International Migration Network, kevin.appleby@simn-global.org
Lariza Dugan-Cuadra, +1-415-642-4417, Lariza@carecensf.org
Liberato Bautista, United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society,
LBautista@umcjustice.org

